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countries of the Empire or to make their farmers contribute
to the receipts of their competitors in this country. Nor
one which is more impolitic; for how except by an open trade
can they meet the interest on the loans which they have
raised in the London market ? It is by liberal treatment and
by admitting the inhabitants of these distant lands to our
own market as much as possible that we may hope to main-
tain a state of imperial connection which is beneficial alike
to them and to us.
(3)  The Petition states that we shall court the retaliation
of foreign countries.    Sir, this is a fear resting on a preten-
sion unheard of in the commercial relations of independent
States.    We claim only to treat the countries of the Empire,
as the Federal Union of America treats its own States; and I
can assure the Committee that in a similar situation in my
own day the Government of this country met retaliation by
retaliation and thereby brought it to a speedy end.
(4)  The Petition states finally that we have given a lead
which points clearly to the impoverishment of the world.
But I ask the Committee to remember the zeal with which
this country and its Dominions have pursued and fostered
the trade between themselves and also with foreign countries.
The liberal assistance granted to Turkey has changed a
former enemy into a present friend, and I read some little
while ago of a plan for the interchange of Japanese silk
and Australian wool, promoted by the Government of that
Commonwealth.
But if I am not wearying the Committee (cries of " No, no.
Go on") I will mention a certain particular in which, as it
seems to me, the Ottawa Agreements fall short. I see no
provision for an imperial marine, nor for the better health
and training of the seamen of the Empire. The Navigation
Acts, as I left them in 1827, reserved strictly to British,
including colonial, shipping all trade between the Mother
Country and the colonies and between one colony and
another. I regret that this limitation was withdrawn by
those who came after me, and I appeal now for a generous
policy of imperial communications by sea and air, so that
we shall not depend in the hour of need upon the chance
services of foreign countries. As defence is of more